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. | Glen Foerd's formal rose garden con-
-3 tains many varieties of fragrant plants
" and provides a scenic backdrop for a
small brick garden house that a former
owner converted into a playhouse.
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Soak in the
Splendor

Spend a day marveling at the houses or touring their grounds,
and you'll understand the attraction these Victorian-era majestic
estates held for their Philadelphian owners and guests.

Text and photogniphs by Greta Laezel
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The Margaret B. Grundy Memarial Museum sits on a quiet thorough-
fare of downtown Bristol Borough in Bucks County. Joseph R. Grundy,
who purchased the structure when he was 21, was active in the Bristol
community throughout his lifetime. As a result of his endowments to

| by «everal Philadelphia-area fami-
isitors ure welcome o come Inside
the Grundy Gmiily estare 10 Bristol, Bucks

Cionintv, the Ebenezer Maxwell Manston in

the museum and library, named in honor of his sister, and a local the- Ciermantown, Philidelphia, and the Glen
ater, he continues to have a positive impact on the borough. Foend mansiwon on the Delioware Biver in
wrtheast Philndelphia and see for them.

s tuow the wealthy hved 10Q vears ago
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A bathroom, complete with a large tin b and a pull-chain
toilet, serves as a reminder that what we consider modern-
day conveniences—indoor plumbing and electricity—
were, in fact, available to the wealthy Victorians.

The Margaret R. Grundy

Museum

Entering the Margarer B Grundy Memorial
Museum in Bristol, Bucks County, is like stepping back
in time. The rooms iy this hrick-faced, three-staried
mansion are furnished (noauthentic, late Vicrorlan-era
trappings: and they appear much as they did when then
21-year-old Joseph Grundy's facher (W illinm Hulme
Grundy) purchased the structure in 15584 for 510,000,

Juseph was born into money as che son of William
Grundy, whio ran a suecessful wool processing plant out
of the Bristol Worsted Mills. In the early parr of the
20th century, the mill was Bucks Couny’s largest
employer with nearly 1,000 workers. The family sold
the mill in 1944,

Joseph, whis believed in public service, worked asa
lobbyist and on a presidential campaign, served asa
councilman for Bristol Boroueh for 30 vears, amnd was a
ULS. senator from 1929 to 1930, He also made sener-
ous philanthropic donations w such organizations as
the Bristol Free Library, the local chaprer of the Red
Cross and the Bristol public schools.

Avvisie to the musenm, which is nared in memory
af Grundy's sister Margaret, begins in a fover paneled
in European ¢arved oak. Marzaretr and her mother,
Mary, traveled exrensively, snd many of the fumish-
ings in the house were acquired during their rrips
abroad.

Nexr, you move into the sunny, maple-walled
front parlor, where less-important visitors of the day
wontld have been received: Esreemed mueses would have
been ushered into the more formal cherry-paneled
back parlor. Here, the sunshines through a colartal
stained glass window above the fireplace und highlights
the partraits of Joseph’s purents hanging in this room.

In the oak-paneled dining room bevond, the takle
I 81 for a formal dinner for ¢isht, Because the museum
owns several sers of fne china, seaff will vary the dis-
play depending on the time of vear,

Girundy's office on the first floor looks as if he has
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seepped oot foras momene wodeal with business at the
mill ¢ ro attend u council mecting. A silver Blorter,
paperweight, inkwell, 1wine and paper clip holder sie
upon his desk, and a nearby hookcase houses a collec-
tion of his favorite tomes. A portrait of Cirondy's uncle,
whit was killed LlLIiim_.-: the Clivil War ar the Bactle of
Frederickshure and tor whom Joseph was samed, hangs
in the room,

The office opens onto the fover and o large, carved
wood staircase that leads to the second fledir. Upstairs,
a bathroom complete with o lure tin cub in g wood
surroond, o markle-topped sink and a pull-chain tailér
serves as i reminder that many amenitics that we cone
sider modern-day conveniences—indoor phembing and
electricity—were in facr available wo wealchy
Victorians. Take o peek inside the well-stocked medi-
cine cahines; (s contents remain unchanged since
Gruml'_f |t H:l:up.'t:-:i the house.

The southem-tacing master bedroom, which was
used by Grondy's parents, s the only rosm i the
house withour a fireplace. Hidden i the closer is a
Victorian-era alarm clock with o big bellattached w it

Mher unigue furmnishings include a laree music box and
Joseph's walking stick, which conrained a bartery-
powered light within its sraff that proved useful during
evening serolls.

Bevond the master bedroom, Margarer's hedcham-
ber is a soft-hued, feminine retrear from the predomi-
nantly masculine furnishings throushour the house.
An ivory brocade chaise mvites lounging, and o well-
placed tea set suggeses thar Margaret may arrive at any
moment. Joseph's rooms, which were on the third floor
of the structure, are not open ro the public.

Betore he died in the Bahamas in 1961, Grundy
established a foundarion w maintuin the home as
riusenm and to create a library in memory of Maroarer.
Today, a landseaped brick porio links the Margarer R,
Grundy Memorial Library with the adjoiming Crondy
mansion. In a small park nexr to the library, a busr of
Joseph Grundy commemarnses his vears of public ser-
vice urad philanthropy.



The gardens surrounding the Ebenezer Maxwell Mansion offer a peaceful retreat on a summer's day. The front gar-

dens are designed in the style of the early Victorian era, and the gardens on the side and in the back are created in
the style of the later Victorian period.

The Ebenezer Maxwell
Mansion

The Ebeneser Maxiwell Mansion, which sits on a
rece-lined, shaded streer in historne Germantown,
almost didn't survive o become Philadelphia’s only
aurhentically restored Victonan house museum and
garden,

Buile in 1859 by Ebenezer Maowell, a rextile mer
chaneand entreprencor whi made his fortunes in the
dry goods business in the rapidly expanding suburbs
north of the city, the home exemplifies the comfores
and rastes of an upper middle class Vierorian family,

Ulazing ar rhe srrocture’s stone fagade and Jistine-
rive tower, o visitor will scarcely believe char the
home, which was abandoned when rhe last owner died
in 13536, sar uninhabited for nearly 10 years. In facr,
the mansion was almost razed to thecround o make
way fora pas station before 5 ETOLPY of PrEservatlontsis

rl..",_'c:L::'F.:r.‘-.i thie hist |1'.:_‘:'|| lnporiance af the |-u||._|ir.g

andd saved it from destrucrion,

Now listed on the National Beglster of Historic
Places, the house showeases both the early and larer
Victorian perads. The front garden and the interior'’s
farst tloor depier life during Musowell's time in che
hose in the 1860s; and the upper Hoor and side parden
recreare the period of the lare 1870s

Wibrane colors invigorare the howse, and the faus
fitiishes thar are so popular today were also obwviously
ity vigue in the mid-19%h century. The wallpaper in
the foyer imitates blocks of marble, the disors gre Pt~
ed o look like expensive wood, and the fireplace sur-
roumds inall the rooms mimic fine slate, Indeed, even
the red floral watl-to-wall floor covering in the parlor is
weually several steips of rag painstakingly sewn togeth-
er hetore the carper was lnd,

I'he house contins the larest Victorinn-era
amenittes, including indoor plumbing with hor and

cold runnimg water, a pravay hot sirsystem and gas

lightinge.

The dawnstairs consises of a formal |:.1r|nr where
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guests were entertained; 4 dining room that also served
as a family gachering place, sewing arca and schoal-
ooy and a somewhat rustic-looking kirchen. The
apen divider in the kitchen outlines the original
dimensions of this room hefore subseguent owners
expanded it In a nook ucked bevond the divider, pho-
tographs show the near destruction of the house, and
an article explains the efforts behind it restoration,

The Esstern influence, which was all the mge afrer
Fhiladelphia celebrated the narion's centennial In
1876, can be seen in the upstairs hallway where vivid
decorations evoke the Egyprian Nile Delta, not i sub-
urban Philadelphia home. An adjoining numsery con-
tains a three-story dollhouse, built in 1859, some chil-
dren’s rovs and a meral contraption used by Vicroran
youngsters 1o house caprured sguireel “pets.”

Across the hall, pocket doors separace the ladies'
parlor from the bedroom area, Paint covers every con-
ceivable surface v the parloe, from the rose-colored
ceiling and the aqua-bordered walls o the purple-
backed design on the wainscoting and the green vines
painted on the shurter panels,

The master hedroom, which has not yer been
restared, shaws visitars the efforr invalved in returning
the Maxwell Mansion to its former glory, In this room,
the painted parterns on the ceiling and shutter panels
are faintly visible, the plaster 15 bare of decorarion, and
the turnishings are sparse.

Cnee you have explored the mrenor, take some
titne o wander through the small, immacularely tesd-
ed pardens that surround the mansion, The frone gar-
den refleces rhe landscaping ideas of Andrew Jackson
Diowning, a respected garly Vierorian sarden theorist,
anid the ribbon side garden is a recreation of sulnrban
landscape plans by Frank 1. Scott that were popular in

the E870s.

Glen Foerd

One Sunday afternoon i che lare 15705, a voung
couple ona rowing outing on the Delaware River spicd
astatue of a black dog up oo a Blutl and. curious,
chimbed up the steep steps to investigate, Near the star-
ue, they discovered o three-story house nestled among
the rrees and admired the breathtaking view of the
river from the spor. They vowed one day to own the

house, and in time, not only did they succeed, but they
transtormed the property into the majestic estate of
Gilen Foerd.

Locared ar the confluence of the Delaware River
and the Poquessing Creck, which divides Philadelphia
from Bucks County, the mee-lined property was pur-
chased in 1850 by financier Chiarles Macaleseer, whi
founded che village of Toresdale (now Tormesdale). An
important man in his day, Macalester direcred the
Seeond Bank of the United States in Philadelphia and
advised presidents from Andrew Jackson to Ulysses S,
Grant,

Intent on retirement, Macalester builr an
Italiamate country estare that he named Glengarry an
the parcel of land aloog the Delaware River. Afver his
death in 1873, Macalesrer’s davghrer lived in the house
another 18 vears; which gave Robert Feerdarer, who
had viowed o awn Glengarry, time w make hismil-
lioms, His perfection of 4 process for makang sofr kid-
skin leather broke o French monopaly, and his excla-
miation of “Vici!™ ("1 have conguered!") gave his com-
panvy irs name, Eventually Foerderer went on o direct
the Kevsoone Telephone Company and represent the
Fourth Congressional District of Pennsylvania,

In 1823, Robert and Caroline Foerderer, the voung
rowing couple of 20 vears ago, purchased the esture and
began un ambitious plan to expand the hoose in the
Edwardian and Classical Revival stvles: They buile a
purte cochere aver the front steps; covered the porch
and udded & wing conraining a formal dining room, arr
gallery and grand staircase. On their daughrer’s supges-
tion, they combined Glengarey with their own mume
and christened the alrered estare Glen Foerd.

Linfoctunately, Robert died m 1933, just monchs
befare the renovarions were completed, Caroline lived
at Glen Foerd until her death in 1934, and then the
Foerderers' davghiter, Florence Tonner, and her tamily
ok up residence mothe main house. A musicion and
poet, Tonner devored much of Ter time and eneray w
collecting paintimgs: prings and books and supporting
vong arcists. After Glen Foerd was passed to the
Lutheran Church in 1972 and then o the local com:-
ey in L9988, o sroup of neighbors banded roperher
to enstire that the mansion survived for future genera-
tLons.

The sprawling three-story vory-colored home s

The Maxwell Mansion was almost razed to the ground to make way
for a gas station before a group of preservationists recognized
the historical importance of the building and
saved it from destruction,
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Tour guide Vickie
Miblick explains the
restoration of a
painting on display
in the art gallery at
Glen Foerd. Generous
supporters of the
arts, the Foerderers
and Tonners were
also avid collectors,
and their extensiva

collections an display
' throughout the man-
{ sion include objects
ranging from glass
bottles to oil paint-
ings to antique furni-
ture.

e
o~

i e o

LT ¢

e | AT

bisted on the Mational Begister of Historic Pluces, and
the décor of the house raday represents bath the
Macalester and Foerderer families: Ohrmare plaster ceil-
ings and wood floors with parguet edeing can be seen
throughout the mansion, Rather than front and back
doors, the house has sarden and river entrances ino
the main hall, A eeand parlor runs the wideh of the
hiuse nnd contains dual fireplaces, elaborate chande-

liers, [8th-century Venerian cabiners and lamps with

rare mica shades.

_\': "-.'.'lll.':_<.' Imn ‘:l!\' PR v are '|Il ._-.ll:'l.il"n'i'f". kr-.'ll- .|r:|.:'

spulence more evidene rthan the grand staircase and arr
rallery, Beneath an elaborate skyvlivhr, the stairs rise to
an intermediace landing with a buile-in Haskell pipe
srgEaT, 1ts towenng pipes gutding the way into a.sec-
otk floor gallery: The |

W |r|'l IT% !_=|.I"-.‘- L '.".illli_'| LR LIEETA N lll.._'"!-l.._'l.'li!‘l:_‘él :\1'!.":1%"'

rderers desipned the wallery

and Usshaped accent hight fixtures rodisplay cheir
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The opulent lifestyles these
entrepreneurs of the
Industrial Revolution led
are captured in the lavish
homes and lush
gardens they built in the
Victorian style of
more than a century ago.

art collection.

Gold-colared silk covers the walls and showeases
the oil painrings, which include portraits of British
nobles, landscapes wd o biblical encampient scene in
an ormate solden frime. Other exhibies reveal func-
tional preces used by the family, such as the mid-1900
entertilnment center with round relevision and record
turntable and an enormous silver lazy Susan with
hot-water reservorr underneath to keep food warm dur-
ing huffers.

Surroumding the munsion are 18 acres of grounds,
L the rise garden across the drive from the house, visic
tors can see o garden howse dating to Macalester's rime
that wis converted by Tonner into a plavhouse
Giinkgo hilboa hranches frme a pach to the old Lily
poricd, imd o erailalong the riverbank leads 1o the
recently renovated b it honise.

The property o the rear of the house contauns tall
colonmades, large potted plants and a two-level garden
of pink liltes, red beponias and blue hvdraneeas, A path
lined wirh hostas meanderss past the srave marker of
Maocalester's dog, named Liccle Woly, and dowi ro thae
starue of 2 black Newfoundland tnamed in Lirele Ligly's
honer, which had caughr the eve of Robert Foerderer
S TIANY vears agu,

From the mansion, a footpath leads past the vine-
yards and roward o gorhic warer tower, where
Macalester stored water not L_1]'|!'3. foor bis own tse, bur
o sell to the neighbors,

The carriage house on the grounds was firse gsed as
skables for the families” horses and then as a garage
atter Caroline Foerderer boughr her fiest carin 1907
The stone portion of the garehiouse, now in privare
hands, dates back to che 1820, thus predatine
Macalester's ownership and serving as further proof
that Robert Foerderer merely perpetuated a fascinarion
with Glen Foerd that conninues ro this Jday.
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THREE OF PEILADELPEIA™S HOUSES from rhe
Victorian era survive today as landmarks of fuxury,
srandeur and rhe conspicuous consumprion of carly
20th century inudustrial wealth, Thanks o restoration
affores that alkw the mansions to be opened o the
puhlic, the Margaret B, Grondy Memorial Museur,
the Ebenezer Maxwell Mansion, and the Glen Foerd
on the Delaware provide visitors with a glimpse of the
past while being sure these historic treasures are pre-
F"_"r'ﬁ'ﬂ.\j for |_"{'[‘:|\'I‘:LI,|'-: His Ty COme. ‘

Carern Listzel and Clebin Helimes are |:-]'u weonrmalizrewho live in
Bowks Counry, They are frequent contributors to Permsdyoiiy

Mamimme.

Visitors Information

The Margaret R, Grundy Memorial
Museum, locared at 610 Radclitfe St Bristol, is
epen | w g pam,
donday throuch
Friday and 1 o3
poos Saturday. The
hsise is closed on

=

Bristol/Philadelphiz

major halidays.

Audmission is free, but
groups should make appointinents to tour the
musewn. 115-T88-49432,

The Ebenezer Maxwell Mansion, locuted at
200 W. Tulpehocken S, Philadelphia, is apen o
thie public from April throuegh December from |
o 4 pom Sarurday and Sunday, Admission is
adules, 35; seniors, $3; and children, $4. Special
eventsiit the mansion include Victorian ghost
towrs in Ocrober and a holiday open house in
Diecember. 215438 1861; vaiw. maxuwelmasion. o,

The mansion ar Glen Foerd, locared ar 5001
Cirant Ave., Philadelphia, is open formuded
tours hetween 10a.m. and 2 pom: Tuesday
through Friday and closed on holidays. Please call
two days i advance to make tour reservations:
group tours are alsoavailable, Admission is
charged. The grounds are open dawn to dusk,
except when restricted due to private affairs.
Special events at the praperty, which is operated
by the Glen Foerd Comservation Corporation,
iclude riverside concerts, lectures, a sailing
regarta and a fall festival, 215:632-5330;
waw_glenfogrd.org. W




